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RABBI DOVID RIBIAT-HALACHOS OF PESACH .22
E) Materials That Can and Cannot Be Kashered

a) Earthenware, pottery, china, ceramics (2= 53 - Kl Cheres")

The &=i3 states that earthenware material is not Kasherable because cooked
food residue that becomes absorbed in its pores are never fully released, even
after repeated purging in boiling water” ™ ¥ In this context, "earthenware"
includes pottery, chinaware, and ceramics. (Glazed earthenware is similarly not
truly Kasherable.)=**'

In truth, ceramic, china, and all earthenware material are technieally
Kasherable with Libun Chomur. As explained (see A/b-1;1 and D/a-b),
Libun functions on a different principle than Hag’oloh. Hag’oloh is a
process of expeliing (f[ushmo out and purging) the Bliyos by means of
boiling water or liquid.” SRR TR i e . oro

whereas Libun is a process of burning out and dnmts.amtmg (not merely
purglng) the Blnus( =T R—_,"‘.“ PORUND NN MER Y VTR YRS Ry
Libun can be achieved with ceramics and china by subjecting the
materials to intense heat in a locked oven set at very high temperatures
(at least 850°F.), such as a self-clean oven set to the complete four hour
cycle. However, Kashering chinaware in this fashion is not practical
unless the surface of the dishes etc. are absolutely free of any food
residue or even the most minute particles of dust or foreign matter. If




{Chapter VI - Kashrus, Kashering, and Related Halachos/E)/b)

not, the intensity of the heat will melt the foreign matter into the glaze
and permanently stain the surface of the dishes and chinaware.

As explained, earthenware material (used for hot) is noILK:Iasherahle via
Hag oloh. However, earthenware is the exception, not the rule, =" 7" ==
All other materials do in fact release their absorption with proper purging and
are thus Kasherable, Accordingly, all types of metal pots, pans, and wtensils can
be Kashered. Similarly, wood and stone materials can be Kashered, provided
that their surfaces are smooth, without cracks or crevices in which Mamoshus
(food matler) can be trapped inside. ™ R0 A noted earlier fpge. 311,
3 T R =T (2 DR ) RN 235 e )

Mamoshus prevents Kashering,
= "Gray area" category of materials

As a rule, all materials, with the exception of Cheres (earthenware), are
Kasherable."ﬂm m e 1 ghen bt ot owin A T Y However, some
materials, e.g. Corian, plastic, Formica, and Granite composite, fall undera "gray
atea” category, due to questions as to if they are Halachically identified as a form
of "Cheres", or are considered entirely different substances,

These questions are raised especially with various new synthetic materials
that have been developed in recent years * > e PRI T T TN MY
Some of these matetials may also conlain a combination of "Cheres”-like matter;
the question over the possibility of Kashering may depend on whether its identity
is determined by the majority content. According to the foremost Poskim, if the
majority of content is non-Cheres, it may be Kashered,”™® ¥ ym nswn Tm

b) The Halachie classification of Glass

The "Kasherable” status of glass is the subject of controversy amongst the
Rishonim, Glass is made from sand, lime and other minerals which are heated
at extremely high temperatures into a molten mass and then fashioned into
containers and vessels (see also THE 39 MELOCHOS, Volume IV, page 1119
for further discussion of this process). There are three divergent opinions in the

thm_rbﬂr:'h:’ﬂ.- W AN Py (7N ) PR 1,100 T S U MR Y R

B B RE S YA S22 T (TERNETRE) R AR T SR

« Glass is a form of Cheres
o Glass is 2 form of metal™ /" ¥™ V20 SamEesan j e paimm AT

+ Glass is uniquely non-"Treifable™7 ™ T T3 aeiemp rang sy

Chapter Vi - Kashrus, Kashering, and Related Halachos/E)/c)

1: The View thar glass is a form of Cheres (earthenware)
Some Poskim regard glass as a form of Cheres because it is made from sand,

lime and other minerals, i.e. it is a sand/earth derivative. moﬁinﬁ;ﬂ this view,
glass, like Cheres, is not Kasherable, "™ 460 73 51 51 122 S by o e

2: The apinion that glass is classified as a form of metal

Other Poskim compare glass to metal because it possesses one of the
fundamental properties of metal; When broken, it can be melted down and
recycled. It is thus completely unlike Cheres which, when broken, cannot be
melted down and reformed. ™ *? ¥ According to this view, glasscan be Kashered,
and requires Kashering if Treif. (The characteristics that make glass similar to
metal are also the reasons why new glass vessels purchased from a non-Jew
require Teviloh, PPN ¥7 ¥ M0 2 6T KT cun holow; also see THE 39
MELOCHOS, Volume IV, page 1166 for further discussion of these Halachos.)

3: The opinion that glass is uniquely non-"treifable"

A third opinion amongst the Rishonim holds that glass, because of its
extremely hard, smooth surface, is completely non-porous and therefore unique
amongst all other materials; It cannot become Treif, no matter how it weas used

- hot or cold. According to this view, glass does not require any Kashering
whatsoeverl:r.;': FEn S B e AR B PR 120 420 0T SR 27 [ TSN S s

4: Halachic conclusion regarding glass

The Halacha is in accordance with the third, lenient view stated above.
However, according to the Ramoh,®*" Chometzdik glassware should not be
used on Pesach, even if washed thoroughly (nor should it be Kashered), because
of the stringencies of the Issur of Chometz. (This is the general custom in
Ashkenazic communities even throughout the year) " 7778 1y pepvases

¢) Kashering Rubber

According to many Poskim, all types of rubber materials are Kasherable
because they cannot be categorized as a form of Cheres by any definition.
However, some Poskim distinguish between natural rubber (a tree extract) and
synthetically produced rubber. They contend that the latter may fall under the

f) Kashering plassware

Although the Halacha is in accordance with the lenient view regarding
Kashering of glass (see E/b (pge 3227 above), nevertheless, according to the
Ramoh, ™™ Chometzdik glasses should not be used on Pesach, even if their use
was with cold liquids because of the likelihood that they were also used for hot
drinks from time to time. This is especially true nowadays since glassware, like

Kashering Kitchen; Sink/Counters/AppliancesVessels 337}

other dishes, was probably put through a dishwasher after use. (The dishwasher
cycle is certainly hotter than Yad Soledes liquids).

Accordingly, glassware, even if washed thoroughly or Kashered, should not
be used on Pesach due to MEET KT (stringencies of the lssur of Chometz).
This is the custom in the Ashkenazik communities. (See Eb fpge 3227 earlier.)

1: Kashering whisky bottles and decanters

Similarly, glass bottles and decanters used for Chometzdik whiskey and
spirits are generally not considered Kasherable (even if it is known that they
were not used for any hot Chometz) because residual traces of the spirits’ aroma
almost invariably bond with and linger in the container™ 7 ™71='=7 Also, they
have narrow necks, which is a problem for Kashering in any case. (A decanter
used only occasionally to hold whiskey can be Kashered with Erui.)* *™ 7
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